Queen of the Apostles Catholic Church
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

March 18, 2010 (minutes)
Members Present:
Fr. Frank Cancro

Bill Lesser

Freida Tanski




Shawn Saylors

Connie Carnes

Mark Ebreo




Barbara Parker

Evelyn Thompson
Gail Bruno




Heidi Maskol


Jemi Mendoza
Jan Baucom

Opening:  
Gail opened the meeting with a prayer.  Bill read from Acts: Chap. 18: 1-11 followed by reflections.  Connie reviewed the minutes from the February meeting and they were approved.
Discussion:
Fr. Frank opened the discussions with a reflection on demographics and our future – should we stay at our present location or look for a new location?

Barbara – commented on how the Gaston County growth shows that we need to stay at our present location.


Shawn – We are centrally located here in Belmont.


Mark – We are strategically located for the projected growth for our parish.  Reference was made about St. Mark’s in Huntersville, and their growth.  


Fr. Frank – We are ahead of what has been projected for us in the next 10 years. 


Shawn – Asked about the adjacent land with Wilkinson Blvd. access.  Fr. Frank asked Shawn to check on the land, the amount of acreage and cost, and he agreed to have the information by our next meeting. 


Fr. Frank – The only disadvantages of staying on our present site are entrance and egress – the ease of getting on and off our property.  

· Scott is doing a project for Fr. Frank.  He has compiled lots of data that will impact us and our planning.  It will give us a clearer focus on how to handle our growth. 

- We discussed projected income through 2013.  
- Fr. Frank referred to the article “Parish Revival” that was distributed at last meeting.

· Our future – a sense of community

· Small Christian Communities could be developed – we will look for some leadership for oversight of these communities or central locales.

· This summer we can begin looking for the pockets of people that need to be served. 

· Fr. Frank’s suggestions:  

1.  Try to organize a parish-wide progressive dinner

· Large group for cocktails

· Smaller groups for dinner

· Large group comes together again for dessert (at QofA)

This would be an opportunity for social interaction for our parish. Setting up central locales would be non-threatening.  He would like to try it maybe in the Fall. 

Fr. Frank would also like to plan a get-together for married couples that have been married less than 5 years to begin with.  He would plan to have the dinner some time after summer at his home. 
     2.  Next Lent – develop a program over a 6 week period beginning in February for parishioners to get together as neighborhood groups for discussions and special programs. 

     3.  Greater sense of diversity in our geographical area 
Fr. Frank stated that he would like to plan a graduation Mass to celebrate all of our graduates in the parish (high school and college) on the second Sunday of June at 11:30 A.M.

There was more discussion about planning a couple of social events for parishioners – held at the country club, the Haid, or other locations. 

Jemi asked if something could be developed for our youth.  She stated that she would like to have her children involved and social with members of our own parish instead of joining other denominations for gatherings. Father agreed and said that we may be able to join parishes close by for activities as we develop our own programs. 

We can strengthen our Youth Ministry by organizing, planning, and finding adults who will commit to presenting a curriculum based program for our youth.  Heidi asked about a Parish Directory.  Fr. Frank said that he is looking at an online version.  

New Members – 18 individuals will be joining the church this year at the Easter Vigil.  

Closing prayer:
Shawn closed the meeting with a prayer.




Our next meeting will be on Thursday, April 15th, at 7:00 P.M. 




Respectfully submitted,




Connie Carnes

